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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the communication filed on August 9, 2001 , 
which paper has been placed of record in the file. 

2. Claims 1-108 are pending in this application. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-34, 36-70, 72-104, and 106-108 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Coyle, U.S. Patent No. 6,269,157. 

Regarding to claim 1 , Coyle discloses a method of auctioning data services in a 
network environment including an exchange system including a supplier list having at 
least one supplier and a buyer list having at least one buyer, the method comprising: 

receiving in the exchange system: a service request from a buyer for data 
services; and incentive data from a supplier to supply the data services (column 7, lines 
45-60, Moderator receives bids from carriers; column 26, line 60-column 27, line 10, 
Moderator receives request for future service (RFS) from buyers); 

determining a selected supplier from the supplier list based on the incentive data 
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(column 7, lines 63-67, Moderator processes bids to prioritize them for each route); 

creating routing data for the data services to be routed through the selected 
supplier (column 8, lines 1-10); and 

routing the data services through the selected supplier using the routing data 
(column 8, lines 10-45) 

whereby data services are provided in an incentive-driven environment, allowing 
flexibility in supplier relationships for the buyer and providing improved utilization and 
yield management opportunities for the selected supplier (column 2, lines 1-65). 

Regarding to claim 2, Coyle further discloses wherein data services include at 
least one of data transportation services and data application service (column 7, lines 
30-45). 

Regarding to claims 3-7, Coyle further discloses wherein the exchange system 
includes a moderator system, wherein the moderator system includes a moderator 
computing system, wherein the exchange system includes switches, wherein the 
exchange system includes a routing system to provide data transportation services for 
the buyer through the selected supplier, and wherein the routing system is configured 
automatically by the exchange system (column 7, lines 45-63). 

Regarding to claim 8, Coyle further discloses wherein creating includes 
automatically generating routing data (column 8, lines 10-35). 

Regarding to claims 9-10, Coyle further discloses wherein the service request 
specifies a ceiling price for the data transportation services and wherein the buyer 
specifies whether the ceiling price is made available to the supplier (column 27, lines 
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20-50). 

Regarding to claim 1 1 , Coyle further discloses wherein the incentive data 
includes a decrement amount allowing the incentive data to change according to 
predetermined rules (column 12, lines 15-45). 

Regarding to claims 12-13, Coyle further discloses wherein the routing data 
includes first and second endpoints, wherein the first and second endpoints include first 
and second ports respectively (column 9, lines 40-65). 

Regarding to claim 14, Coyle further discloses wherein the routing data includes a 
trunk line specification (column 9, lines 40-65). 

Regarding to claims 15-16, Coyle further discloses wherein the service request 
includes a specified closing time for the receipt of incentive data from the supplier and 
setting by the exchange system a closing time for receiving the incentive data (column 
1 1 , lines 45-65). 

Regarding to claim 17, Coyle further discloses wherein determining includes 
determining by the buyer the selected supplier based on the incentive data (column 27, 
lines 20-50). 

Regarding to claim 18, Coyle further discloses wherein determining includes 
determining by a moderating system in the exchange system the selected supplier 
(column 7, lines 45-65). 

Regarding to claim 19, Coyle further discloses wherein incentive data includes at 
least one of economic incentive data, supplier information, and duration of the data 
transportation services (column 1 1 , lines 45-65). 
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Regarding to claim 20, Coyle further discloses wherein the incentive data 
includes a time period for which the incentive data is valid (column 1 1 , lines 45-65). 

Regarding to claim 21 , Coyle further discloses wherein the supplier information 
can be conditionally provided to the buyer (column 1 1 , lines 20-45). 

Regarding to claim 22, Coyle further discloses providing information regarding 
the selected supplier to the supplier list (column 27, lines 35-50). 

Regarding to claim 23, Coyle further discloses providing all or a subset of the 
incentive data to all or a subset of the supplier list or buyer list (column 28, lines 3-20). 

Regarding to claim 24, Coyle further discloses providing a view of all or a subset 
of the service requests and incentive data for closed transactions to all or a subset of 
the supplier list or buyer list (column 28, lines 55-65). 

Regarding to claim 25, Coyle further discloses providing a view includes 
providing a view of all or a subset of the open service requests and open incentive data 
to all or a subset of the supplier list or buyer list (column 28, lines 55-65). 

Regarding to claim 26, Coyle further discloses wherein open service requests 
and open incentive data includes partially unfulfilled service requests and incentive data 
(column 9, lines 10-17). 

Regarding to claim 27, Coyle further discloses committing the service request 
after a specified amount of time beyond which the buyer cannot revoke the service 
request thereby giving the seller a guaranteed sale to compete for (column 28, lines 35- 
55). 

Regarding to claim 28, Coyle further discloses receiving resell information as 
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derivative routing data (column 26, lines 35-40). 

Regarding to claim 29, Coyle further discloses wherein data services include 
analog and digital information (column 7, lines 19-22). 

Regarding to claim 30, Coyle further discloses defining a member profile by the 
buyer or supplier in the exchange system by entering parameters that allow the buyer or 
supplier to define selection criteria; and wherein determining a selected supplier 
includes determining a selected supplier from the supplier list based on the incentive 
data and by applying the buyer's selection criteria against the supplier list and each 
supplier's selection criteria against the buyer (column 27, lines 35-50). 

Regarding to claim 31, Coyle further discloses defining a member profile includes 
entering parameters that allow the buyer or supplier to define selection criteria that 
includes at least one of supplier identifications, credit limits, and type of transmission 
line (column 28, lines 3-20). 

Regarding to claim 32, Coyle further discloses providing a limited view of the 
buyer list or seller list based on the member profile (column 28, lines 55-65). 

Regarding to claim 33, Coyle further discloses wherein defining a member profile 
includes limiting the supplier list through which the selected supplier is determined 
(column 27, lines 35-50). 

Regarding to claim 34, Coyle further discloses blocking redefining the member 
profile to include buyers or sellers limited by the member profile for a protection interval 
in order to prevent use of the member profile to uncover identities of other companies 
(column 28, lines 3-20). 
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Regarding to claim 36, Coyle further discloses wherein the exchange system 
includes a billing system (column 30, lines 60-67, Billing Computer). 

Regarding to claim 37, Coyle further discloses notifying the buyer list or supplier 
list of a new buyer or supplier (column 29, lines 1 5-23). 

Regarding to claim 38, Coyle further discloses tracking bandwidth utilization for 
the supplier to ensure that the supplier does not provide incentive data for data services 
beyond the suppliers available bandwidth (column 27, lines 10-15). 

Claims 39-70, 72-74 contain similar limitations found in claims 1-34, 36-38, 
therefore, are rejected by the same rationale. 

Claims 75-104, 106-108 contain similar limitations found in claims 1-34, 37-38, 
therefore, are rejected by the same rationale. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 35, 71 , and 1 05 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Coyle, U.S. Patent No. 6,269,157. 

Regarding to claims 35, 71 and 105, Coyle does not disclose querying the 
exchange system by the at least one supplier or the at least one buyer to search for 
specific service request parameters or incentive data parameters; whereby the at least 
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one buyer and the at least one supplier can facilitate the submission of service requests 
and incentive data. However, providing a supplier to search for specific service request 
from a buyer or a buyer to search for specific service from a seller is well known in the 
art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Coyle's to incorporate the well-known feature above, 
for the purpose of providing more convenient for the supplier/buyer to find the right 
service request/service they desired. 

Conclusion 

7. Claims 1-108 are rejected. 

8. The prior arts made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

Mashinsky (US 6,442,258) discloses method and system for global 
communications network management and display of market-price information. 

Johnson et al. (US 6,373,929) disclose Bidding for telecommunications traffic. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to examiner Nga B. Nguyen whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-6796. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 
9:00AM-6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Fischer can be reached on (571 ) 272-6779. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3600. 

1 0. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
C/o Technology Center 3600 
Washington, DC 20231 



Or faxed to: 



(703) 872-9306 (for formal communication intended for entry), 



or 



(571) 273-0325 (for informal or draft communication, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"). 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Knox building, 501 Dulany 
Street, Alexandria, VA, First Floor (Receptionist). 

NGA NGUYEN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



May 25, 2007 



